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Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere – 

feedback summary on potential scenarios 
The following comments were received from 32 people in June. The comments were based on some projected future scenarios for managing the Lake, once the current consent to open the Lake expires in 2011.

Thanks to all those who responded and/or took time to attend the public meetings/drop in sessions.

Some comments have been edited due to space but the intent of the original comment has been retained.

Summary for all scenarios
	Scenario choice
	Number of respondents that chose this scenario

	Scenario 1 Improved Environmental Future

	11

	Scenario 2 Enhanced Environmental Future

	7

	Scenario 3 Strong Environmental Future

	10

	Mixed Scenarios 


	4



	Total number of respondents                                                32



Summary comments for all scenarios

Comments Scenario 1 Improved Environmental Future

· best of all evils

· 4th generation on the Halswell any rise in lake levels will have an impact on our drainage and irrigation investments

· eel fishers have been adversely affected already

· should be equal European/Maori values

· although not perfect the current process has a few improvements and is working for most parties

· the Lakes health will improve over time under this scenario

· as a lake edge farmer any large scale meddling will have a huge effect on my business

· should consider the building of islands in the lake (wildlife/vegetation)

· the number of geese and swans should be managed as a first step

· current lake level openings are acceptable but any lake openings in late spring/early summer should not be dropped to low levels due to transpiration over summer

· should endeavour to re-grow the weed beds as they kept the lake clear and clean

· more controls needed on L1 and L11 to control the amount of pollutants entering the Lake 

· this option is the closest to the status quo

· best to leave lake levels as they have been since 1947

· any change to lake levels would affect our profits and the drainage patterns

· should ensure all banks on all drains are properly battered e.g. Avon

· this is the most moderate with some consideration to surrounding landowners

· landowners and fisherman are basically ignored in Scenarios 2 and 3

· Scenario 1 is now actually closer to Scenario 1 as openings are occurring at a higher lake level

· Fish – late Sept and Oct opening for fish entry, good but does it work? Levy Fish and Game for resource and openings

· History – lake has always changed levels; climate and introduced birds have changed the lake

· Weed growth  - when CPW is completed more inflows will occur 

· This scenario is he best of all evils. All scenarios are an infringement of private property rights and a big stick approach
· The most productive lake land will become a bog

· Food production comes from land and helps pay off debt

· Early pioneers worked their butts off to drain this area

· High lake levels cause excessive erosion

· Low lake levels improve access and vegetation recovery 

· Wildlife habitats have changed and now prefer developed pasture to swampland

· Reduce swan populations to allow weed to recover and less pollution

· Promote foothill storage to conserve underground aquifers and promote higher water tables

· Lakes ecological position has not deteriorated in last decade

· We know what needs to be done and this scenario achieves this in what is  complex situation with many conflicting interests

· This scenario is the best and least invasive on lives of people who live and work around lake

· Other scenarios assume landowners have few rights and Ngai Tahu and DOC can do as they please

· Inappropriate re-vegetation could ruin views we have of lake
· Our property could be flooded, access affected, septic tanks ruined and well water polluted

· Not clear what Ngai Tahu values are

· Moderate recreation is the best as high recreation will bring more effects e.g. sound. How would it be financed?

· If winter levels are raised our living conditions will be affected  

· Ground water levels would be affected as salinity of lake would effect plants and bird life

· Lake edge erosion and loss of lakeside vegetation  results of higher levels now

· Roads around the lake are already affected with slight increases in lake levels

· DOC are not managing their property for weeds and will lose lake edge vegetation if lake levels are raised

· If the lake “grows” through increased water levels does that mean Ngai Tahu will control more of the lake?
· Our lives are now effectively on hold until 2011 and the new consents are in place

· Accept current winter lake levels for summer

· Need to change lake levels – lake level is and was a very variable lake
· Winter needs to lower lake levels as more southerlies push shallow water across the lake

· Summer could be higher although water will be warmer if shallow water moves over the lake edge

Comments Scenario 2 Enhanced Environmental Future

· Best value for money

· Data on opportunity cost of Scenario 3 would be very helpful

· Lesser of all evils

· Status quo is not satisfactory but Scenario 3 would attract carpet baggers so the Lake would become significant and local voices lost

· This scenario allows locals to achieve Scenario 3 “under the radar”  

· Both Selwyn Hut communities should be seen as positive addition to the Lakes biodiversity

· Not appropriate to turn environments into museum sets of what used to be

· Wrong to degrade environment and grazing cows on lake edge and waterways is wanton disrespect

· Need to re-install swampy marsh bio filters around margins e.g. kahikatea

· Best compromise for the moment

· Adding a sand beach to camping side of lake would attract more recreation

· If lake was .5m deeper this would be ideal for small sail boats

· First scenario a waste of money as it would just stabilise Lake

· Third scenario is too costly

· Second scenario adds a balance between money and what is achievable
· Enhancing the Lake could help global warming a little

· Preserving our lakes sets an example for other communities

· Best balance between environmental, cultural, economic and social values

· This scenario is still improved and will not cost a fortune

· Need to gain support from community to perhaps go to ideas like a filter to stop too much pollution

· If we don’t look after it there may not be a lake, its our communities lake so we should look after it

· Should easily be able to solve animals from going into lakes and rivers

· Scenario 1 a waste of money as there would be little change in the Lake

· Scenario 3 would greatly improve the Lake’s heath and tourism/recreation opportunities.   

· Issues with Scenario 3 are: cost more money that it is wise to spend and the damage to lakeside agriculture

· Scenario 2 is the best option. Targets all of the wildlife living in and around the Lake including Brown Trout. 

· Scenario 2 would not cost too much and allow other monies to be spent on wider (national) conservation gains

· Scenario 2 would make the Lake a more popular tourist destination at less cost than Scenario 3

Comments Scenario 3 Strong Environmental Future
· We need to save such a wonderful ecosystem
· Agriculture has done enough damage already

· This is a unique area for wildlife both native and from around the world

· We need to reverse the damage done by humans

· We need to improve the area so people enjoy visiting

· There would be a cost to farmers (compensation) and this would need to be acknowledged

· Have not fished there for last 20 years as it is a waste of time

· Under Scenarios 1 and 2 the glory days of fishing (international importance) will never return 

· An avid fisherman I have watched diary farmers wreck the fisher, water quality and amount of water
· Farmers should not be allowed to graze animals near the Lake edge or inflowing water and river margins

· Water quality e.g. Selwyn is disgraceful

· Harts Creek and improved water quality form here is a good example of what could be achieved under Scenario 3

· Moderation of farm practices around the Lake edge needs to occur

· Need to do all we can to enhance the biodiversity values

· All ages and people should be able to enjoy the Lake and its catchment

· Now is the time to act – must get the inflows back!

· Too much neglect for too long

· Dairy farming has contributed to pollution to Lake

· Management of Lake needs to be improved

· Do not agree with special exemptions for Ngai Tahu as this is discriminatory

· Lake first human considerations second

· Many farmers are concerned with potential alteration to status quo, the use of compensation should smooth the ruffled feathers 

· The changes in lake level may affect my activity (duck shooting) but I will adapt.
· Time to reverse the damage done!
· Our native flora and fauna has much to gain from this scenario

· We would also gain healthy fishery and increased bird diversity

· The land that farmers would lose would be poorer land anyway

· Tourism potential could replace some farming practices

· The contamination of streams and rivers in Selwyn needs to be addressed. The rivers flowing in, particularly the Selwyn, are a disgrace.

· We only have one more opportunity to halt the decline in biodiversity values

· Scenario 1 is carry on as we are and increased pollution

· Scenario 2 is simply maintaining with little improvement

· Scenario 3 is the hardest to achieve but should be the goal

Comments on suggested Mixed Scenarios 
· Landowners are basically being ignored in Scenarios 2 and 3
· Scenario 4 without significant change or costs and detriment to any one party and all treated equally
· Ngai Tahu values nil
· Indigenous vegetation as in 3
· Indigenous fisheries as in 2
· Wildlife as in 2
· Recreational Fishing as in 2
· Recreation, high values with equal opportunities for ALL
· Farming as in 1
· Water as in 1
· Implications not clear under all three existing scenarios
· Lower Selwyn would be affected tremendously if lake levels rise
· Good ideas in all three; fencing, riparian planting, improvements to waterways throughout catchment, lake openings for fish migration, weed bed restoration, native planting
· Farming needs to be monitored, lake levels same all year round, drains don’t run with high levels, permanent opening needs to be achieved, fishing migration opening supported
· Ngai Tahu values as in 1
· Farming as in 1
· Indigenous fisheries as in 2
· Wildlife as in 2
· Water as in 2
· Recreational fishing as in 3
· Recreation as in 3
· Summer level could be raised with no problems but winter high levels cause flooding
· All other properties drain into our drain and when Lake is full drains wont work
· Needs a permanent outlet
· Ngai Tahu values as in 1
· Farming as in 1
· Indigenous fisheries as in 2
· Indigenous vegetation as in 2
· Wildlife as in 2
· Water as in 1
· Recreational fishing as in 2
· Recreation as in 2
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