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      Press Release

On the road to nowhere?
The future for Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere and its catchment is finely balanced. Likely futures are either improved lake and catchment values or a lake and catchment that continues to decline in values.
A series of catchment wide community meetings will effectively decide the fate of Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere. 
The future of the Lake and its catchment now lies in the communities hands. 

The community will be asked to choose between 3 scenarios, all of which are dependent on the future lake level opening process.
At one end of the spectrum there will be significant environmental gains and significant changes to landuse, water use and farm practices.

At the other end of the spectrum there will be minor environmental gains and minor changes to landuse, water use and farm practices. 
These meetings and subsequent feedback will allow the community to shape the future of Te Waihora /Lake Ellesmere.  

Research on defining the values, around the preferred community choice, will take place between June and November.
The current consent that allows the Lake to be opened to the sea expires in 2011.

Further information, meeting dates and feedback forms are available from www.wet.org.nz
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